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GOVINDA AT KESHIGHAT 

Translation and purport to Sri Caitanya- 

caritamrta adi 5.224 by 

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 

Szvami Prabhupada 

smermh bhangi-traya-paricitam saci-vistlrna-drstim 
vamsT-nyastadhara-kisalayam ujjvalam candrakena 

govindakhyam hari-tanum itah kesi-tirthopakanthe 
ma preksistlms tava yadi saklie bandhu-sange 'sti rangah 

My dear friend, if you are indeed attached 
to your worldly friends, do not look at the 
smiling face of Lord Govinda as He stands on 
the bank of the Yamuna at Keshighat. Casting 
sidelong glances, He places His flute to His lips, 
which seem like newly blossomed twigs. His 
transcendental body, bending in three places, 
appears very bright in the moonlight. 

PURPORT 

This is a verse quoted from the Bhakti- 
rasdmrta-sindhu (1.2.239) in connection with 
practical devotional service. Generally, people 
in their conditioned life engage in the pleasure 
of society, friendship and love. This so-called 
love is lust, not love. But people are satisfied 
with such a false understanding of love. 
Vidyapati, a great and learned poet of Mithila, 
has said that the pleasure derived from friend- 
ship, society and family life in the material 
world is like a drop of water, but our hearts 
desire pleasure like an ocean. Thus the heart 
is compared to a desert of material existence 



that requires the water of an ocean of plea- 
sure to satisfy its dryness. If there is a drop of 
water in the desert, one may indeed say that it 
is water, but such a minute quantity of water 
has no value. Similarly, in this material world 
no one is satisfied in the dealings of society, 
friendship and love. Therefore, if one wants 
to derive real pleasure within his heart, he must 
seek the lotus feet of Govinda. In this verse 
Rupa Goswami indicates that if one wants to 
be satisfied in the pleasure of society, friend- 
ship and love, he need not seek shelter at the 
lotus feet of Govinda, for if one takes shelter 
under His lotus feet he will forget that minute 
quantity of so-called pleasure. One who is not 
satisfied with that so-called pleasure may seek 
the lotus feet of Govinda, who stands on the 
shore of the Yamuna at Keshi-tirtha, 
Keshighat, in Vrindavan and attracts all the 
gopis to His transcendental loving service. 

Serving the Devotees 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur 
Prabhupada 

Question: Why are we not 

feeling any closeness to Krishna? 

Srila Prabhupada: The living 

entity is constitutionally a 

servitor of the Supreme 

Lord. But if we do not 

\J always associate with the 

■ * Lord and his devotees, and 
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do not always serve them, then how can we 
feel close to the Lord? If we are busy with 
worldly matters then how can we hear the 
Lord? At present we are enchanted by false 
hopes, which have resulted in wrong 
judgement. Thus we are heavily preoccupied 
with this world. We have become subject to 
wrong judgement because we have gone far 
away from the original fountainhead of our 
life. One who steps in quicksand will drown 
very quickly. Similarly that on which we are 
depending has a treacherous foundation, and 
that is why we are drowning in this material 
ocean. Instead of being on the path to 
Krishna, we are spending our time in material 
endeavors, being possessed by wicked desires. 
Visnu-maya, the illusory energy of the Lord, 
is imprisoning us by letting us become 
material enjoyers or fruitive workers. 
Therefore we should be cautious. We should 
know that we require guidance at every step. 
We should be extra careful. We need 
instruction at every step; we need the 
guidance of gurudeva at every step. 

Serving the devotees is more beneficial for 
us than serving the Lord. The living entity is 
benefited more by associating with devotees 
than by associating with the Lord. The abode 
of a devotee, meaning the abode of gurudeva, 
is more favorable for pure devotional service 
than the abode of the Lord. Srila Bhaktivinode 
Thakur has said (Kalyana-kal-pata.ru 1.14.4), 
yathaya vaisnava-gana set sthana vrnddvana — 
Where vaisnavas are living, that place is 
Vrindavan. We have to try to understand the 
full meaning of these words. But if we become 
indifferent to the service of gurudeva, then 
we cannot become servitors. We will remain 
proud and arrogant. We will remain 
entangled in external thoughts. 

There is no higher thought in the theistic 
world than service at the lotus feet of Sri Sri 
Radha-Govinda. Therefore we have to 
constantly hear hari-kathd so we will not be 
deprived from the service of the Lord, who is 
adhoksaja or beyond the senses; so we will not 
become dependent on our senses and on the 
path of false logic. We have to pay great 
attention to devotional service, because we 
have spent many lifetimes doing these other 
things. We have to become very mindful so 
we can fulfill our greatest necessity in this 
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very life. If a devotee always serves guru and 
Krishna with great care, with great 
attachment and love, then he will definitely 
feel Krishna's association. ^ 

The Glorious Abode 
of Sri Vrindavan Dham 

Excerpts from Srila Jiva Goswami's 

Sri Gopala Campu 
Purva-catnpu, chapter one, texts 7-19 

In SrTmad Bhdgavatam (10.11.36) Srila 
Sukadeva Goswami says that Vrindavan is 
filled with wonderful bliss: 

vrndavanam govardhanam yamuna-pulinani ca 
vlksyasld uttama prill rama-madhavayor nrpa 

When Rama and Krishna saw Vrindavan, 
Govardhan, and the banks of the river Yamuna, 
They both enjoyed great pleasure. 

In Vrindavan is Govardhan Hill, which is 
glorified in these words: 

yad gokulesvara iti prathitih purane 
krsnasya tad bhavati gokulam asya dhama 

govasata ca kila gokulata-nidanam 
govardhanas tad iha sarva-nidhanam eva 

The Puranas call Lord Krishna by the name 
Gokulesvara (the master of Gokula). This con- 
firms the truth that Gokula is Lord Krishna's 
abode. Gokula is also the abode of the surabhi 
cows. Govardhan Hill is the shelter of Krishna 
and His cows. 

It is also said: 

tri-jagati manasa-ganga govardhanam api vibhindatlvidita 
aham ilia manye krsm-snehaja-dhara tad-antaram visati 

Manasa-ganga and Govardhan are considered 
two different places in the realm of the three 
worlds. However, I think they are the same place. 
They are the same flood of love for Lord Krishna 
that has entered this world. 

It is also said: 

tasmin srl-lwri-radlwyoryugalitam yad blmtikunda-dvayam 
sarhsahgena parasparam parimalan manye tayos tan-misam 
premasti prakatam yatah svasanakaih kampanvitam jadya-yug 
bhaktardra-sthiti-krc ca tad ghana-rasakaram darldrsyate 

The two lakes Radha-kunda and Syama-kunda 
are the lover's meeting of Sri Sri Radha Krishna. 
I think the sweet fragrances at those lakes are 
actually Sri Sri Radha-Krishna passionate em- 
braces, the breezes are Radha-Krishna's pas- 
sionate sighs and trembling, and the water seen 
in those lakes is Radha-Krishna's passionate 
love melted into nectar. 



Sri ^K.mk,KtL-keLtktLm.nttL ^pksIk 
About the Yamuna it is said: 

sndna-jdta-sukrtdn na kevaldt 

sphurtidd muraripo raveh sutd 
viksanad api yato bibharti sd 

sydma-dhdma-vara-mddhun-dhurdm 

To one who simply bathes in her waters, the 
Yamuna gives the power to see Lord Krishna. 
To one who sees her, the Yamuna gives the sweet- 
ness of Lord Krishna's abode. 

Here is a guess about Yamuna's true identity: 

sva-snigdha-vrnda-visaya-priyatd-mahimnd 
sveddmsa eva kim u krsnatanor visdri 

vrndasya krsna-visaya-priyataiva kim vd 
tad-bhdva-bhdvita-gatir bhavati sma krsnd 

Is the Yamuna a single drop of perspiration from 
Lord Krishna's body? Or is the Yamuna love for 
Lord Krishna, love that has assumed the form of 
a dark river? 

The Yamuna's banks manifest great bliss 
and love: 

adydpi ydni vibudhdn avaloka-mdtrdt 
pusnanti krsna-krta-rdsa-rasam vibhdvya 

tdny atra kim vara-rasdyana-divya-curnair 
abhydsatah sva-pulindni cinoti saurT 

Gazing on the Yamuna's shore, the wise devo- 
tees have a vision of Lord Krishna's nectar rasa- 
dance pastimes. Did the Yamuna sprinkle on her 
shores a divine elixir in the form of grains of sand? 

A certain banyan tree makes our hearts tremble: 

bhdndnasya sphutam adhihari prema kim varnanlyam 
sdn tardhanam sthitavati harau bddham an tardadhe yah 

ydntu svdmsena ca visayatdm atra govardhanddyd 
loke snigdlid racayitum idam na ksamah sydm itwa 

How can I describe the love a certain banyan 
tree feels for Lord Krishna? When Lord Krishna 
disappeared from this world, that tree thought, 
'Let Govardhan Hill and the other places stay 
in this world in their partial expansions. I have 
no power to stay' Then that tree also disap- 
peared from this world. 

Ah! Look at the deep love Vrindavan for- 
est feels: 

kutra kutracid agasya dambhatah 
stambham eti tad idam harer vanam 

prdyasas cala-dalasya kampratdm 
ankurasya pulakdni sarvatah 

Sometimes Lord Krishna's forest becomes 
stunned like a motionless mountain. Sometimes 
that forest trembles, its leaves and petals mov- 
ing. Suddenly pushing out many new sprouts, 
that forest sometimes stands with the hairs of 
its body erect in ecstasy. 
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Why would Lord Krishna and His multi- 
tude of Vraja associates not wish to appear 
in that land of Vrindavan? We see Their 
appearance in Vrindavan as very appro- 
priate. Some pundits say the land of Vraja 
is named for the multitudes of the Lord's 
Vraja associates. 

In Snmad Bhdgavatam (10.5.18) it is said: 

tata drabhya nandasya vrajah sarva-samrddhimdn 
harer nivdsdtma-gunai ramdkndam abhun nrpa 

O Maharaja Pariksit, the home of Nanda Maha- 
raja is eternally the abode of the Supreme Per- 
sonality of Godhead and His transcendental 
qualities, and is therefore always naturally en- 
dowed with the opulence of all wealth. Yet be- 
ginning from Lord Krishna's appearance there, 
it became the place for the pastimes of the god- 
dess of fortune. 

Following the Padma Purdna' s descriptions 
of the Lord's advent in this world, I will 
soon describe the Lord's entrance, kalpa af- 
ter kalpa, into the land of Vrindavan, a de- 
lightful, beautiful, opulent land where the 
Lord killed many crooked demons with 
dangerous fangs. 

The land of Vrindavan is never touched 
by the material bodies or minds of the resi- 
dents of the material world. It is filled with 
kadamba trees and many other kinds of glo- 
rious trees and plants elaborately described 
in Vardha Purdna and other scriptures. 
Moreover, within its borders Lord Krishna 
enjoys many eternal nectar pastimes with 
Balaram, the gopas, and the surabhi cows, 
elaborate descriptions of which may be 
heard in Skanda Purdna and other scriptures. 
For all of these reasons it should be under- 
stood that the glory and beauty of 
Vrindavan has no limit. Indeed, Vrindavan 
is outside the realm of the material world. 
Krishna Himself describes Vrindavan in 
these words from the Brhad-gautamTya Tantra: 

idam vrnddvanam ramyam mama dhdmaiva kevalam 

atra me pasavah paksi-mrgdh kitd nardmardh 
ye vasanti mamddhisnye mrtd ydnti mamdlayam 

atra yd gopa-kanyds ca n ivasan t i mamdlaye 
yoginyas td may a nityam mama sevd-pardyandh 

panca-yojanam evdsti vanam me deha-rupakam 
kdlindiyam susumndkhyd paramdmrta-vdhinl 

atra devds ca bhutdni vartante suksma-rupatah 
sarva-deva-mayas cdham na tyajdmi vanam kvacit 

dvirbhdvas tirobhdvo bhaven me'tra yuge yuge 
tejo-mayam idam ramyam adrsyam carma-caksusd 
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"Vrindavan is My delightful spiritual abode. 
When they die, the cows, birds, deer, animals, 
human beings, and demigods who reside in 
Vrindavan go to My eternal spiritual abode. 
Many gopi girls also reside here in Vrindavan. 
They are great yoginis and eternally serve Me 
with devotion. This forty mile forest of Vrindavan 
is My own transcendental form. Flowing with 
nectar, the Yamuna is the transcendental 
susumna-cakra. Manifesting spiritual forms, the 
demigods and sages stay in this abode of 
Vrindavan. I, the master of all the demigods, never 
leave this forest. Yuga after yuga I appear in this 
abode, and then again I disappear. Material eyes 
have no power to see this glorious and delight- 
ful world of Vrindavan." ?P 

Bibliography 
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Disciple of Kali- yuga 

Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 
Baul-sangtta song 6 

eo to' eka kalir cela 

matha neda kapni para, tilak nake, galay mala 

Here is a disciple of the personality of Kali- 
yuga. He keeps his head shaved, wears a 
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loincloth, tilak on his nose, and tidasi beads 
around his neck. 

dekhte vaisnaver mata, asalo sakta kajer bela 
sahaja-bhajan korchena mamu, sahge lo'yeparer bala 

He is dressed as a vaisnava, but his conduct 
is that of a worshiper of the material energy. 
He engages in sahaja-bhajan ("easy worship"), 
and thus poses as an uncle in order to take 
the illicit association of young maidens. 

sakhi-bhave bhajchena ta're, nije ho' ye nanda-lala 
krsna-daser kathar chale maha-janake dicchena sala 

Accepting these girls as sakhis (Radha's gopT 
friends), he fancies himself to be the son of 
Nanda. By his deceptive lecturing about how 
everyone should become krsna-dasa, this dis- 
ciple of Kali thus hurls a sharp spear at the 
true devotees of the Lord. 

nava-rasika apane mani' khacchena abar mana-kola 
baul bole dohai, o bhai, dura koro e lila-khela 

Giving artificial recognition to the nava- 
rasikas 1 , he thus eats and enjoys the bananas 
of his own mental fabrications. Chand Baul 2 
says, "O my dear brothers! Desist from these 
imitative sporting pastimes." 

— Translated by Sri Dasarath Suta Das. Nectar 
Books. Union City, Georgia. 

Notes 

1 nava-rasikas — "nine relishers"; nine pre- 
vious devotees, Sri Chandidas, Sri Vidyapati, 
Sri Bilvamangal, Sri Ramananda Ray, Sri 
Rupa Goswami, etc. One group of sahajiyas 
identifies each of these nine with different 
material aspects. 

2 Chand Baul — a pseudonym used by 
Bhaktivinode Thakur. 

Most Worshipable 

Srila Rupa Goszvami's 
PadyavalT, text 83 

syamam evaparam rupam purl madhu-pun vara 
vayah kaisorakam dhyeyam adya eva paro rasah 

The form of Shyamasundar is the supreme 
form, the city of Mathura is the supreme 
abode, Lord Krishna's fresh youth should al- 
ways be meditated upon, and the mellow of 
conjugal love is the supreme mellow. ^S 

— By Sri Raghupati Upadhyaya. Translated by Sri 
Kusakratha Das. 



